An early study on 45 patients with severe rheumatoid arthritis reported vascular eosinophilia in 40%; these patients had a higher incidence of extra-articular manifestations such as vasculitis, pleuropericarditis, pulmonary fibrosis, and subcutaneous nodules.'3 These findings suggest that eosinophilia may be one marker of extraarticular rheumatoid disease associated with vascular rather than primary joint pathology. However, more recent studies over the past 20 years have reported that less than 0-5% of patients with rheumatoid arthritis have eosinophilia.3-5 Tissue eosinophilia has only occasionally been reported in selected cases of rheumatoid arthritis and has usually been linked to the idiopathic hypereosinophilia syndrome3 5 or the benign eosinophilic disorder characterised by nodules, eosinophilia, rheumatism, dermatitis, and swelling.'4 As some histological evidence for eosinophils in rheumatoid synovial tissue had been published for individual cases, 3 
